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STAT 


19 October 195? 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
SUBJECT: 


The Director of Central Intelligence 
Proposed ''Board of Visitors" 


oosed 1 "Poird e Jf 1 Vn S ^i nS .. t °T t ? e discussion last evening about the pro- 
,ed ,oard of Visitors", I have had some second thoughts and would lilo* 

to pass them to you for whatever use they may conceivably have. 

. 2 ‘ Since the Doolittle and Clark investigations, the position of 

strenahteLd n botr ir T PerSOnal Sbandin S have been immeasurably 

int SSer of Z ™-™ 3 /'' J n tt,B ExeoutiTC elements of the Govern- 
"u- u f th investigative groups was able to come up with anv 
mgs which gave support to the uninformed criticisms which have been 
leveled at this organization in the past. In light of +hlT 7+ ! 

me that your best strategy lies in making no moves which could indie at e° 

aa 7 H S f Se ° f UnCertainty or wea kness. Those elements of the Congress 
-ic favor a so-called watch Dog Committee have not picked up anv solid 
or widespread support, and the indications from senior members o7boS 
Houses that they want no such Committee is the best evidence that there 
is little political capital to be made out of such a Soposal. 1 
publicly announced "Board of Visitors" might have the merit of const! 
tutmg window dressing", as General Doolittle described it but o^the 
other side of the coin it could well raise questions S tte^puSic^nd 
as to why the President felt that such a Board was necessary. 

Doolittle^nnT 18 t0 me that b7 continuin S periodic meetings with the ' 
Doolittle Group, suen as we had last night, you could achieve AiA™ 

measure the purposes which a "Board of Visitors" would SJSTaS It the 

St -r ^ 6 the —^-problems inherent SbringJn" in 
ditional public citizens to survey the sensitive workings of the A »r« 

I must say that I am concerned at tills date in history over anv indica 

“^£g. be teterpretnd ,s s ioosening ° f ~ “t°r 

h. In summary, I feel that having run the P-auntief nr • * 

™ d ^ ™ 

% the § f sular "port# to the aSC and with wLkly 'meetings 

Of the IAC, you are under constant scrutiny of the Execn+iv! alL T ? g 

on the conduct and performance of ,1 For the 44 4 ^44 

at large Fill aoplaud, I believe, 4„r coL^t ^In^R^t 
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of secrecy in this type of work, he will always have critics, usually 
of the kind which cannot be silenced under any circumstances. I do not 
think that a "Board of Visitors" will do much to mollify those Americans 
who would like to put us out of business. 

3'. I have informally discussed with Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Angleton 
the views that I have set forth above. They have told me that they 
generally concur and would be glad to have me so state to you. 


STAT 

Ricnara neims 

Acting Deputy Director (Plans) 
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